cremation are forbidden among the Orthodox, leaving prompt burial in the ground as the primary option. Traditionally, and in Israel today, no coffins are used, in fulfillment of the biblical reminder that we are of dust and unto dust we shall return as quickly as possible once death has occurred. A cotton or linen sheet holds the body until its dissolution into the surrounding soil (Iserson 1994:465-75) .
With modern health codes, caskets now must enclose bodies and typically a concrete vault enclosing the casket keeps the cemetery lawn from sinking as the box decays. The casket itself thus becomes an abstracted vehicle of Jewish custom. The one in the photograph is for a child, built of unfinished poplar in 1991 by C. Stoler and Co. of Bristol, Tennessee. The company was founded in New York City in 1891 (The Jewish Funeral Director 1991 :38) .
All framing, hinges, and fasteners are wooden, adhering to the belief that nothing remains behind and that all returns to earth. The interior is padded with excelsior, a finely shredded wood fiber. Here, the domed lid and the Star of David are departures from the Jewish tradition of a simple casket. A further departure, due probably to the tender age of the deceased, is the raised half-lid. The viewing of remains is considered disrespectful and not a part of the typical Jewish memorial service. Three large holes are drilled in the base of the casket, permitting the deceased to make direct contact with the earth (vault), and to accelerate the process of return symbolically (Wouk 1955:238-41) . The act of returning to an original state is an abiding theme in the Orthodox Jewish approach toward life and death. 
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